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South Slough

National Estuarine Research Reserve

South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve,
established in 1974, is the founding member of the
National Estuarine Research Reserve System. Since
its establishment, the reserve system has grown to
include research reserves in almost every coastal
state. Each reserve typifies a unique range of coastal
habitats. Estuarine reserves were established to
improve our understanding of estuaries and coastal
wetlands.

South Slough Reserve is managed by the Oregon
Department of State Lands and the U.S. Department
of Commeree’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

Interpretive Center Hours

The Interpretive Center on Seven Devils Road is
open year round from 10 am.to4  p.m., Tuesdays
through Saturdays.

Trails are open every day from sunrise to sunset.

Hours
Tuesday to Saturday, 10 a.m. -4  p.m.

Contact us at:

P.O. Box 5417
61907 Seven Devils Road
Charleston, Oregon 97420
(h41) 888-5558

www.southsloughestuary.org
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Driving directions
From North Bend and Coos Bay:

e Take the Cape Arago Highway to Charleston

e Turn left onto Seven Devils Road

e Drive four miles to the South Slough Interpretive
Center

From Bandon:

® Drive north on Highway 101

e Turn left onto West Beaver Hill Road (which
becomes Seven Devils Road)

e Drive 8.5 miles to the South Slough Interpretive
Center

Explore an

Estuary

South Slough

National Estuarine Research Reserve
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From the Interpretive Center [ ——
Ten Minute Loop Trail (.17 mi.) Short loop trail Ny (Camaias
begins and ends at the Interpretive Center.

ro.&w.#m..:
North Creek Trail (1.5 mi.) Wildlife viewing trail leads
to Sloughside Marsh. Dogs are not permitted on the selaan
North Creek Trail. N

North Creek Spur (0.15 mi) South Reserve Trails

Middle Creek Trail (.47 mi.) Connects the Ten Minute Wasson Creek and Fredrickson Marsh loop trails

Loop Trail with the access road and Hidden Creek (each 0.5 mi.) Two loop trails highlight forests and
Trail. marshes, Wasson Creek trail may be cloged oceagion-

ally due to high water. Access is by way of Hinch
Road.

i : W.E.F.:mmlo: ¢
aareet  CreekMarsh

Hidden Creek Trail (.75 mi.) Follows Hidden Creek to
the Skunk Cabbage boardwalk and the marsh obser-

wakion dasle Please remember: Dogs are allowed on leashes and

not on the North Creek Trail. Pack out your trash

Big Cedar Trail (0.25 mi.) Wheelchair-accessible trail and pet’s waste. Trash collection is not available.

leads from the lower parking lot to the marsh obser-
vation deck. Request a gate key at the Interpretive

Center. Water Trails

Kayaks and canoes can be launched at Hinch
Bridge or in Charleston. Check tideg and
weather. A paddler’s brochure is available at the
Interpretive Center.

Railroad Trail (0.4 mi.) Follows the grade of an old
logging railroad.

Tunnel Trail (0.4 mile) Parallels the Railroad Trail.
Sloughside Spur (0.1 mi.)
Marshside Spur (0.07 mi.)
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What You’ll Find
Exploring South Slough

Forests

Much of the South Slough is forested. In winter,
rains saturate the Coast Range soil. All year
long, fresh water emerges in streams flowing
into the slough, carrying particles of rock and
sediment with it. Many animals live in the forest
—small mammals, bats, many species of birds,
amphibians and reptiles. The forest is also home
to elk, black bear and bobeats. Salmon spawn in
forest streams.

Salt Marshes

Water slows as it encounters the salt marsh and
heavier particles of sediment begin to settle. As
a result, the salt marsh slowly builds. Salt marsh
plants evolved amazing ways to thrive in salt
water. Saltgrass excretes salt through its leaves.
Pickleweed stores fresh water in its leaves to
dilute the salt. When the marsh dies back in fall,
its decay releases basic nutrients that sustain
estuarine food webs, feeding many animals.

Mudflats

At low tide, the estuary is exposed as mudflats.
Tides constantly spread the lightest particles in
layers throughout the estuary. Blades of eelgrass
slow the water, allowing silt to settle. Over time,
the accumulation of mud grows hundreds of feet
deep. Though mudflats appear empty, milliong

of clams, shrimp and worms live just below its
surface. Birds, mammals — and people — enjoy
prowling the mudflats for food.

Channels

In an estuary, water comes and goes with the
tide. A few channels are deep enough to hold
water no matter how low the tide. These deeper
channels provide habitat for birds, river otters,
beaver, marine mammals and fish. Tidal channels
fill and drain with each turn of the tide, while the
salt marsh builds up around them. Tidal channels
provide many kinds of fish with access to and
from the salt marsh at high tide.



